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appearance. One mistake of importance has been committed in not at- 
tempting some order in the arrangement, either chronological or by sub- 
ject. The editor is aware of the mistake and excuses himself on the plea 
that "reports of new cases are constantly coming to light." That ex- 
cuse can hardly explain the absurdity of printing in this volume cases as 
far separated in time as are the years 1692 and 1863. Such a method of 
selection suggests the haphazard method of the amateur. The reader is 
assured, however, that the last volume will contain a "table of cases in 
the order of their dates. ' ' 

C. W. A. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church and the Civil War. By "William War- 
ren Sweet, Ph. D., assistant professor of history, Ohio Wes- 
leyan University. (Cincinnati: Methodist Book Concern 
Press [1912]. 225 p. $1.00 net) 

For some time attention has been called to American church history as 
a promising field for investigators. This volume, which was completed in 
partial fulfillment of the requirements for the doctor 's degree at the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, well illustrates the prominence of a single de- 
nomination in a critical period of our history. 

Nine chapters serve to emphasize the influence of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church as an aid to the national cause during the Civil War. 
Headings, such as "The Church on the Border"; "The Church in the 
Central and Northwestern States"; "The War Bishops"; and "Method- 
ist Cooperation with Interdenominational Organizations, ' ' state accurate- 
ly the chapter contents. The author has used most faithfully the ex- 
tensive bibliography cited in chapter ix. A topic of so much importance 
as the influence of the church in the cleavage between eastern and west- 
ern Virginia (pp. 54, 55) might well have been expanded. 

Professor Sweet has done a piece of work that was worth the doing and 
it is gratifying to know that other theses are now in preparation which 
will present in some such form the influence of other denominations on 
this period of our history. 

J. A. James 

A Collection of Some of the Most Interesting Narratives of Indian War- 
fare in the West, Containing an Account of the Adventures of 
Colonel Daniel Boone. By Samuel L. Metcalf. Reprinted in 
The Magazine of History with Notes and Comments, Extra 
Number, No. 26. (New York: William Abbatt, 1913. 209 p. 
$4.00) 
We are assured by the editor of this reprint of a rare western item 
that there has been no reprint since 1821 and certainly the value of it as 
a source has justified this careful edition. It contains many narratives 
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of early pioneers that are primary sources of real value to the historian 
of the West. The first is the "Narrative of the Adventures of Col. 
Daniel Boone," which is known as the Filson "Narrative"; others that 
are well known are the accounts of General Harmar's expedition and 
that of General Wayne, "Doctor Knight's Narrative," and "David 
Morgan's Remarkable Encounter with Two Indians." 

Metcalf 's collection occupies only one hundred and twenty-three pages, 
and the rest of the volume is made up of a reprint of part of "A Narra- 
tive of the Most Remarkable Occurrences in the Life and Travels of Col. 
James Smith," originally printed in 1799 and reprinted by Darlington 
in 1870. The editor has annotated both reprints, has been careful to 
preserve the original capitalization, spelling, etc., and both type and 
paper are most satisfactory. 

The Vanishing Race. The Last Great Indian Council . . . and the 
Indians' Story of the Custer Fight. By Dr. Joseph K. Dixon. 
(Garden City, New York: Doubleday, Page and Company, 
1913. 222 p. $3.50) 

The collection of this material was made possible by the officials of the 
United States government and the value of the record was increased by 
the assistance of the bureau of American ethnology. The data were 
collected at an Indian council held in the valley of the Little Horn, 
Montana, September, 1909, where were present seventeen chiefs, repre- 
senting almost as many tribes, with other Indians. These were assem- 
bled primarily for the purpose of obtaining this record of an Indian 
council. 

The introduction to the narrative is an account of the Indian social 
life under the following headings: his religion, the books of his library, 
his adornment, his warfare, and his home life. All these topics are 
treated in a popular manner and add nothing to our knowledge of the 
red men. 

About one hundred pages are made up of the narratives of the chiefs, 
as related for the most part by themselves, and the remainder of the 
volume is "The Story of the Surviving Custer Scouts" told by four of 
them. The volume is beautifully illustrated with eighty photogravures 
of chiefs and Indian scenes; it may be found of some value as a source 
of information on Indian life ; but its chief purpose for being seems to 
be to tempt the book buyer rather than to promote scientific study. 

Indian Blankets and their Makers. By George Wharton James. (Chi- 
cago: A. C. MeClurg and Company, 1914. 213 p. $5.00) 
This is the age of specialization, and it applies to all divisions of science 
as well as human activities in general. Twenty years ago, a man was 



